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Principal’s Message 
This summer has been full of unexpected events 
– including a wedding during a pandemic!  My 
now husband works in health care and our lives 
became incredibly busy and topsy-turvy in the 
spring during the start of the pandemic, just like 
many of you experienced, and the plans we had 
for a summer wedding were put on hold. Then 
at the end of June things began to open up and 
we decided that what the world needs now is 
more love!  On the 4th of July, we finally tied the 
knot and eloped at Dillon Falls in Bend, Oregon. 
Please let your kids know I have a new last 

name – Ms. Dodson 😊 
 

I hope you were able to find time these summer 
days to spend with those you love doing things that bring you joy and fill your bucket.  
This year is going to be like no other – with challenges and opportunities.  Our first day 
of school is Wednesday, September 10th, now that the State has approved our waiver 
request for extra time to finalize preparations due to the pandemic.  Our theme this 
year is, “Choose Hope.”  In a time when much seems to be out of our control, and 
challenging, we can always choose Hope.  I love the quote by Christopher Reeves, 
“Once you choose hope, anything is possible.”  Let’s rise to the challenges we face by 
choosing hope and see the amazing possibilities this year brings! 
 

In this newsletter there will be some initial information about the upcoming school 
year.  There are many steps being put in place to ensure everyone’s health and safety, 
as well as providing your student with an engaging educational experience this year.  
We are working in close partnership with our Community Health Officer, our ESD, and 
OSPI to develop health protocols and create a solid plan for our district.  If you would 
like more information about this, please check out the letter to the community from 
our superintendent, Ingrid Colvard, on our website under Recent News.  There will be 
more information in the days and weeks ahead as we finalize these plans and get them 
approved by the State. 
 

Great things happen when we rise to meet challenges we are faced with.  This year, 
we are presented with some of the most incredible opportunities of our lifetime to 
make change out of the challenges that are presented to us. I am excited to start THIS 
new school year with you!  We will learn, grow and find new ways to succeed 
together. I’m ready to Choose Hope! this year and continue work at making Carson 
Elementary a special place to learn, be that in the building or by distance! 
 

Sarah (Marino) Dodson 
Principal, Carson Elementary 

Important Dates 
Thursday, August 27 

• School Board Meeting via 
Zoom Webinar, 7:00 

 
Week of August 31 

• Mailing sent out announcing 
classroom teacher and 
important forms 
 

Monday, September 7 

• Labor Day Holiday 
 

Prior to School - To Be Determined 

• Welcome to School Event 
via Zoom Webinar 
 

Coming Soon! 
Individual Family 
Connection Meetings with 
Teacher 
 

Wednesday, September 10 

• First Day of School 
 

Thursday, September 10 

• School Board Work Session 
via Zoom Webinar, 7:00 

 
Thursday, September 24 

• School Board Meeting via 
Zoom Webinar, 7:00 
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Around the School Information 
The school office will open beginning Monday, August 24th from 8:00 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m. by appointment only.  Give us a call at (509) 427-5939.  We can assist 
you with most needs over the phone or through email including, add money to 
your student’s account (Breakfast $2.30, Lunch $3.00), turn in your lunch 
application, doctor’s orders for any medication, and Health History, to ask 
questions.  Carson Elementary School secretary, Jessica Schultz, can be reached 
via email at, schultzj@scsd303.org.  
 
Families who are enrolling new students at Carson Elementary are asked to use 
our online registration, 
http://www.scsd303.org/for_parents/enrollment_and_registration, prior to the 
start of school.  Those students who attended Stevenson Elementary last year 
need not register at Carson Elementary.  Office hours begin on August 24th from 
8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.   
 
Basic School supplies are being provided by the school district for our remote 
learning start!   
 
Technology, such as Chromebooks, are an important resource during remote 
learning and modern education.  The Stevenson-Carson School District wants to 
ensure that all students have access to a Chromebook this year for learning.  
More information will be coming soon about how borrow a Chromebook for 
your student this year. 
 

Below are some topics you will 
be hearing from me about in the 
upcoming days, as details are 
worked out and plans are 
finalized, before we begin school. 
 
Chromebook Pick-up 

… 
 

Welcome Back to School Event(s) 
… 
 

Classroom Teacher 
Announcement 

…. 
 

Food Service 
… 
 

Attestation Health Check App 
… 
 

Family-Student Handbook 
… 

 
Daily Schedule 

… 
 
Family Connection Meetings 

… 
 

Thank you in advance for 
your patience and 

understanding as we get 
information out to you as 

quickly as we are able! 

Health & Safety 
Updated Phone System has been put place across the District!  This was much 
needed as our old system was so outdated we could not buy replacement 
phones or parts anymore.  Our team worked hard and our phone service 
provider has created a package, including the new phones, that is at the same 
cost we were previously paying. 

Secure Doors, like what was installed at the secondary building previously, are 
now installed at Carson Elementary!  This will provide us with a much-needed 
safety measure as people enter our school building. 
 
Face masks and coverings, just like seat belts and life vests, help keep us and 
those around us safe.  Face masks or covering, that goes over the nose and 
mouth, are required for all those who enter our building or are in close proximity 
with others outdoors.   
 
Staff are regularly disinfecting and sanitizing high use spaces and classrooms 
along with deeper cleaning on a regular basis.  We can all help prevent the 
spread of germs by washing our hands thoroughly and frequently.  When hand 
washing is not an option, alcohol based hand sanitizer is a great go-to. 
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